Music development plan summary:
St Mary’s Catholic Junior School

Overview
Detail Information
Academic year that this summary covers 2026-2027
Date this summary was published TBC
Date this summary will be reviewed Annually
Name of the school music lead Rebecca Attwell
Name of school leadership team member with No specific SLT music lead
responsibility for music (if different)
Name of local music hub CMA
Name of other music education organisation(s) None listed in overview
(if partnership in place)

This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across
three areas — curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences — and
what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and
parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our
pupils’ music education.

Part A: Curriculum music

This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and
any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.

Curriculum music is taught to pupils in Years 3—6 by class teachers. Each year group
receives a 45—60 minute music lesson each week across four of the six school terms.
The school currently follows Kapow’s condensed music curriculum, comprising four
units per year group, and will continue with this model.

The curriculum provides pupils with opportunities to develop a broad range of musical
knowledge and skills, including singing, listening and appraising, composing,
improvising, performing, rhythm, notation, and the exploration of composers, musical
styles and musical traditions from different cultures. Pupils have regular opportunities
to develop their understanding of both tuned and untuned percussion and to use body
percussion and a range of classroom instruments. Music technology is not currently a
specific component of the Kapow scheme used by the school and is therefore an area
for future development.




The school has a wide range of musical instruments and resources to support practical
music-making, including djembes, glockenspiels, xylophones, ukuleles,
boomwhackers, claves, triangles, cowbells, samba drums and percussion, castanets
and egg shakers. The school has a class set of ukuleles, a class set of samba
instruments and a class set of boomwhackers, alongside its wider percussion
resources. Some tuned percussion instruments have been colour-coded by note to
support pupils in developing confidence and accuracy when playing.

The Kapow curriculum provides a progressive sequence of musical knowledge and
skills from Year 3 to Year 6, enabling pupils to revisit and build upon key musical
concepts and practical skills over time. Assessment is undertaken by class teachers
using Sonar Tracker, with assessment information collated and monitored by the Music
Lead. Key findings are reported to the Senior Leadership Team and governors to
support monitoring of provision and pupil progress.

The school is committed to ensuring that all pupils can participate meaningfully in
curriculum music. Teachers adapt Kapow activities and resources to meet the needs of
individual pupils and classes, including through differentiated tasks, adapted
instruments, visual prompts, modelling and additional adult support. Where required,
pupils may access support from a teaching assistant or 1:1 adult. The use of colour-
coded tuned percussion and predominantly practical, ensemble-based activities
provides additional opportunities for pupils with different learning needs to participate
successfully.

The school works in partnership with CMA to strengthen music provision through
instrumental teaching, staff professional development, and the provision of instruments
and resources. This partnership has included the provision of a class set of djembe
drums and additional percussion resources, alongside a supporting scheme of work.
Staff professional development has included djembe drumming and singing, helping to
develop teachers' confidence and subject knowledge in delivering practical music-
making activities.
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Part B: Co-curricular music

This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time,
including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music
beyond the core curriculum.

Outside of curriculum music lessons, the school provides a choir for pupils in Years 5
and 6. The choir has 30 places and is offered free of charge to pupils. It currently




operates on a first-come, first-served basis and rehearses once a week after school.
The choir provides pupils with opportunities to develop their singing technique,
confidence, musicality and ensemble skills, as well as opportunities to perform to wider
audiences.

The school has recently begun working with CMA to provide instrumental tuition. These
opportunities are available to pupils across the school, supporting access to individual
instrumental learning alongside the classroom music curriculum. As this is a newly
established provision, arrangements relating to the range of instruments offered,

lesson structure, costs and subsidies, and opportunities for pupils to progress into
ensembles and further musical activities are currently being developed and reviewed.

At present, the choir and instrumental tuition are the school's main regular co-curricular
music opportunities. The school will continue to consider opportunities to broaden its
programme of clubs, ensembles and informal music-making, ensuring that pupils have
a range of ways to participate in music beyond curriculum lessons.

The school has a dedicated music room, providing a suitable space for music-making,
rehearsal and instrumental tuition, with musical instruments and resources stored
centrally. School instruments are not currently loaned to pupils to take home for
individual practice.

The school is committed to increasing opportunities for pupils to perform, share and
celebrate their musical learning. The choir currently participates in wider performance
opportunities, including Young Voices and the CSMA concert. Going forward, the
school will develop further opportunities for pupils receiving instrumental tuition to
perform, including opportunities within school assemblies, liturgies, concerts and other
community events. The school will also continue to expand performance opportunities
for the choir, enabling pupils to perform to different audiences and in a range of
settings.

As co-curricular music provision develops, the school will review how places are
allocated and how financial support is provided to ensure that cost, availability or other
barriers do not prevent pupils from accessing musical opportunities.

Part C: Musical experiences

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as
singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.

Musical experiences are an important and valued part of school life. The whole school
participates in a weekly singing assembly, providing regular opportunities for pupils to
sing together, develop their repertoire and build confidence in performing as part of a

larger group. Repertoire includes religious hymns and a wide range of other songs,
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including pupil-requested favourites. Singing assemblies also provide opportunities to
prepare music for Masses, liturgical celebrations and other school events. Sign
language is incorporated into selected songs to promote inclusive participation and
support pupils in engaging with music through different forms of communication.

The school provides regular opportunities for pupils to perform to an audience. An
annual Christmas concert provides an opportunity for every class to perform, with
performances recorded to celebrate and share pupils' musical achievements. Year 4
pupils perform a Nativity at Christmas, while Year 6 pupils take part in an end-of-year
summer production. Pupils have opportunities to sing and play instruments as part of
these productions, developing performance confidence and ensemble skills.

Parents and carers are actively invited to share in pupils' musical experiences. Choir
assemblies take place approximately once each term, while weekly year group
assemblies generally include singing or other musical elements. Parents and carers
are also invited to school productions and the annual Christmas concert, strengthening
the connection between musical experiences in school and the wider school
community.

Music forms an important part of the school's Catholic life and worship. Pupils
participate in musical worship and liturgical celebrations throughout the year, including
Harvest Mass, the school feast day, Stations of the Cross and Leavers' Mass. Pupils
regularly sing hymns at Masses held both in school and at church, developing their
confidence in singing as part of communal worship and contributing actively to the
prayer life of the school.

The Year 5 and Year 6 choir participates in Young Voices at The O2, providing pupils
with the experience of performing as part of a large-scale massed choir. The Music
Lead also participates in associated professional development. The choir also takes
part in the Croydon Schools Music Association (CSMA) concert at Fairfield Halls,
providing an additional opportunity for pupils to perform in a professional concert
venue. Participation in both events is free for pupils, with families able to purchase
audience tickets and, where available, optional merchandise.

The school has an established partnership with Trinity School, through which pupils
have been invited to attend concerts and productions. The school also receives music
workshop opportunities through CMA and will continue to explore these opportunities
to broaden pupils’ musical experiences and exposure to professional musicians and
different musical styles.

The school will continue to increase the range and frequency of high-quality live
musical experiences available to pupils. This will include making greater use of
opportunities through the Trinity partnership, including exploring potential opportunities
involving a travelling orchestra, and extending workshop opportunities through CMA.
The school will also seek to provide further opportunities for pupils to hear professional




musicians perform, experience a wider range of musical traditions and styles, and
perform in different settings and to different audiences.

In the future

This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.

The school intends to continue its current curriculum music arrangement if 45-60
minutes per week in four of the six terms, using Kapow’s condensed music curriculum.

Over the coming years, we would like to develop the choir’s performance opportunities
and continue participation in Young Voices and the CSMA concert. We would also like
pupils who learn instruments to have more opportunities to perform.

The school will explore the opportunities available through the new CMA instrumental
provision and will review the wider whole-school CPD offered by CMA where this can
be accessed without additional cost. In particular, CPD relating to adapting music
provision for pupils with SEND is an area of interest.

The school would like to make greater use of its partnership with Trinity School.
Additional music clubs or ensembles may be considered in the future where staffing
capacity allows.

The school’s overall aim is for children to have regular opportunities to learn,
participate in and enjoy music both within school and in the wider community. Music
technology is not currently a priority because it is not part of the current scheme, but
these may be reviewed if the curriculum changes.

Further information (optional)

The school will continue to provide 45-60 minutes of curriculum music each week
across four of the six school terms, using Kapow’s condensed music curriculum. The
school will continue to monitor the effectiveness of this approach, including the breadth
and progression of musical knowledge and skills, and will review the curriculum model
where appropriate.

Over the coming years, the school will focus on extending pupils’ opportunities to
perform and share their musical learning. Priorities will include:

continuing the school's participation in Young Voices and the CSMA concert;




providing additional performance opportunities for the Year 5 and Year 6 choir,
including opportunities within school and the wider community;

developing opportunities for pupils receiving instrumental tuition to perform, including in
assemblies, liturgies, concerts and other school events;

exploring opportunities for pupils to participate in a wider range of ensembles and
musical activities as staffing capacity and demand allow.

The school will continue to develop its partnership with CMA, making full use of the
opportunities available through the new instrumental provision. The school will also
explore relevant staff professional development opportunities provided through CMA,
particularly where these can be accessed without additional cost. Developing staff
confidence in adapting music provision to ensure effective participation for pupils with
SEND will be a particular area of interest.

The school will seek to make greater use of its partnership with Trinity School,
including opportunities for pupils to attend concerts and productions, participate in
workshops and explore potential opportunities involving visiting or travelling ensembles
and orchestras. The school will continue to identify opportunities for pupils to
experience live music and professional musicians, both within school and in the wider
community.

The school will consider the introduction of additional music clubs or ensembles as
opportunities arise and where staffing capacity allows. Any future developments will be
considered in relation to pupil interest, accessibility and the school's ability to provide
sustainable provision.

Music technology is not currently a specific component of the Kapow condensed
curriculum used by the school. The school will keep opportunities for pupils to develop
their understanding and use of music technology under review as part of future
curriculum development, particularly if the curriculum model or available resources
change.

The school's overall aim is to ensure that every pupil has regular opportunities to learn,
create, perform and enjoy music, both within the curriculum and through wider school
and community experiences. Through continued investment in curriculum provision,
performance, partnerships, instrumental learning and staff development, the school
aims to build pupils' musical confidence, participation and enjoyment, while ensuring
that opportunities are accessible to all pupils.




